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Digitalisation of Green$ programme creates a digital divide for elderly waste-
pickers

BREMPFVIRSETROKR T4342E8) AEZEEFL FLERBREERM > MARBN
r5EE SR - FENSFLRABERR > AR ERREFMEREREEFH > EF(ERN
ZIEMBIBIEERE > REMPIEIEER - B > BEFERRBRIRE] - STEDBFERENRIEE
WIEFB S B RIAMES -

AEPURFREHHRMEZERR TENILT) SRKEE  FREBEREELERRH  MESFTRED
WKBYERIT -

The government announced that the ‘Green$’ programme will be fully digitised at the beginning of
next year, meaning the public will no longer be able to redeem physical gifts and will instead
receive rewards such as MoneyBack points. In July this year, The Green Earth (TGE) conducted a
follow-up investigation and found that some elderly waste collectors are not skilled at using
smartphones. This digitalisation may create a digital divide, reducing their incentives to recycle.
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Additionally, the newly introduced redemption limits could make it difficult for high-point users to
fully redeem their points in a short period.

TGE welcomes the Environmental Protection Department’s openness to our suggested "dual-track
arrangement," which would retain the option of redeeming physical gifts. This approach could help
sustain public enthusiasm for recycling.
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SUSTAINABLE POLICY RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
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40% Nitrogen Dioxide spike after cruise ships dock at Kai Tak highlights the
urgent need for shore power to reduce emissions
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In August, TGE, together with the Clean Air Network, measured air quality at the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal.

4ERIEMIKNSEN\R > BiEfEEEZERITEEI In August, TGE, together with the Clean Air

EEiRISEE AT R E X - BIREERAEE Network, measured air quality at the Kai Tak
RS A ZEER LA - A EEBS Cruise Terminal and found a 40% increase in
BRLEFERN - FEERAFFERELS nitrogen dioxide levels after cruise ships

> BOHIRRERBERZERITEY 5 FRFE docked. We strongly urge the government to
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BEEFRERZE - RS | B S AR ERARIEERHE expedite the installation of onshore power

AR o facilities, allowing cruise vessels to connect to
the onshore power grid while at berth, to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and air pollutants.
Furthermore, keeping up with the international
trend of adopting onshore power will attract
more cruise ships equipped with such systems
to berth in Hong Kong.
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A joint climate policy submission to the Environment and Ecology Bureau
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TGE, together with Greenpeace and CarbonCare InnoLab, representing 14 environmental and concerned groups,
submitted a joint climate policy recommendation to the Environment and Ecology Bureau.
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In September, TGE, together with Greenpeace and CarbonCare InnoLab, representing 14
environmental and concerned groups, submitted a joint climate policy recommendation to the
Environment and Ecology Bureau. TGE urged the government to formulate more aggressive
carbon reduction policies to fulfil its responsibility to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

Our recommendations include promoting waste reduction at source and fostering a circular
economy. These measures include expediting the legislation of subsidiary regulations under the
producer responsibility scheme, regulating excessive packaging, and requiring large-scale events
and major government venues to adhere to a ‘reuse first’ principle and gradually phasing out
disposable items. This will help create a ‘Green Event’ culture in Hong Kong.
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Joe Wong embraces a minimalist philosophy in his daily life. Reflecting on his art school days, he
recalls choosing to create art out of ‘trash’. He lived in Tsuen Wan at that time, close to a factory
building with many subdivided flats. Due to the rapid rate of displacement, discarded mattresses
often littered the back alleys. Joe salvaged the springs from the mattresses, twisted them into
irregular shapes, and attached plastic balls from a game room's ball pool. He named the resulting
piece "Bed Game."

Joe believes that the value of an object changes with people’s perceptions, and he assigns new
value to discarded items. To him, trash is both a material of untapped potential and an urgent
business opportunity.

But whose responsibility is it to recycle? Joe insists it's everyone’s responsibility—not just that of
cleaners or scavengers. “Every citizen needs to do a little more.” The legal framework for the
Producer Responsibility Scheme for plastic bottles and paper cartons has just been passed, and
the government is finalizing details, including the rebate for recycled beverage containers.
However, Joe criticizes the government’s continued proposal of a 10-cent rebate, calling it
essentially "unpaid labour." He explains, “If the recycling rebate doesn’t provide enough incentive
for people to recycle, everything will still end up in the trash. This shifts the burden of recycling
onto cleaners, which is completely unfair.
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Successful "Mountain Whispers" exhibition attracts nearly 20,000 visitors
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This summer, The Green Earth hosted a six-day eco-exhibition titled "Mountain Whispers — Leave
No Trace”. The event featured nearly 20 workshops, storytelling sessions, school and public
guided tours, offering a diverse and engaging Leave No Trace educational experience.

The exhibition’s design and activities incorporated a variety of environmentally friendly practices,
earning official recognition under the Green Events Certification Scheme, and receiving
widespread acclaim from various sectors of society!
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In keeping with the spirit of Reuse, the Green Earth relocated a significant portion of the exhibits to
the campus of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, continuing its mission to promote the Leave
No Trace culture.

"Mountain Whispers" - Leave No Trace Exhibition@MoCC
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Exhibition Period: From now until November 30

Opening Hours: 9:30 AM — 5:00 PM (Closed on Wed, Sun, and public holidays)

Location: Jockey Club Museum of Climate Change, the Chinese University of Hong Kong
(Yasumoto International Academic Park, 8th Floor, the Chinese University of Hong Kong - MTR
University Station Exit D)

Free Admission, Schools and groups are welcome to book guided tours!
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‘There is only one shared language in Nature’ - Leave No Trace education video
series
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“Run with the mountain, not conquering it .” Stone Tsang, Hong Kong elite trail runner
“Leave No Trace is a gift to future visitors, allowing them to witness this untouched beauty too.
Guo Ming Deng, a Mainland China elite trail runner

TGE has produced three Leave No Trace (LNT) videos in Hindi, Tagalog, English and
Cantonese/Mandarin, respectively, to connect with nature lovers from around the world. Despite
their diverse backgrounds and native languages, they share a universal language in the
wilderness - ‘Leave No Trace’.
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School and Community Green Education Programme
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TGE leverages its expertise in diverse environmental topics to design educational workshops and
talks that are not only suitable for schools but also cater to families, making them engaging parent-
child activities. These programmes welcome participants of all ages and feature interactive
teaching methods and diverse learning formats. Through lively, engaging, and easy-to-understand
approaches, we guide participants to gain a deeper understanding of critical environmental topics.
Popular topics include ‘Climate Change and Low-Carbon Living,” ‘The Seven Plastic Brothers,’ and
‘My Green Life.” These workshops delve into the impact of extreme weather and waste problems
on humans and the environment, encouraging participants to reflect on possible solutions.

Learn more
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GREEN CORPORATE ENGAGEMENT
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Promoting Green Event Certification Standards at ReThink HK 2025
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CO-ORGANISER

Net Zero Innovation (Keynote) Theatre I‘\ -
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A Tribute to Edwin Lau's 36 Year Environmental Journey

(The Green Earth) ®*

Chris Brown Edwin Lau Prof, Leung Wing Mo

RETHINK-EVENT.com
#OnlyWayForward 12 September 2025
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We are delighted to continue as an NGO legacy partner at this year’s ReThink HK conference.
Thank you to everyone who visited our booth!

We were honoured to host the inaugural Green Events Certification Recognition Ceremony and
panel discussion at the Innovation Stage, highlighting the remarkable efforts of our first batch of
certified green event organisers!
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We are delighted to continue as an NGO legacy partner at this year’s ReThink HK conference.
Thank you to everyone who visited our booth!

We were honoured to host the inaugural Green Events Certification Recognition Ceremony and
panel discussion at the Innovation Stage, highlighting the remarkable efforts of our first batch of
certified green event organisers!

Learn more about Green Events Certification

On the second day of the event, we joined the conference in celebrating our founder, Mr. Edwin
Lau MH, for his 36 years of dedication and contribution to Hong Kong’s sustainability. At TGE, we
are committed to continuing our environmental education efforts in honour of his impactful legacy.
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Project Fire: an exceptional capacity building experience
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TGE extends our heartfelt gratitude to The D. H. Chen Foundation - Project Fire for its unwavering
support, as well as the Chow Tai Fook Foundation, ReThink Foundation and Hong Kong Club
Foundation for walking this trusting and collaborative journey with us.

Thanks to the generous support for our core operations, we have been able to strengthen our
organisational foundation. Through Project Fire, funding has been directed to critical areas such
as IT, capacity building, staff wellness, social media and operations. This not only empowers us to
sustain and amplify our impact in promoting environmental sustainability in Hong Kong, but also
fosters meaningful connections with non-profit peers and funders. Together, we embark on a new
horizon of co-learning and cross-sector collaboration.
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